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D. Erasmus Policy Statement (Overall Strategy)

The Institution agrees to publish this overall strategy (all three parts) on its website within one month after
the signature of the Erasmus Charter for Higher Education by the European Commission.

Please describe your institution's international (EU and non-EU) strategy. In your description please explain a)
how you choose your partners, b) in which geographical area(s) and c) the most important objectives and
target groups of your mobility activities (with regard to staff and students in first, second and third cycles,
including study and training, and short cycles). If applicable, also explain how your institution participates in the
development of double/multiple/joint degrees. (max. 5000 characters)

Original language [SK]

Internacionalizacia vzdelavania je jednym zo strategickych ciefov SPU v Nitre. Realizuje sa najmé prostrednictvom
zahraniénej spoluprace v rdmci vyskumnych a vzdeldvacich programov EU, resp. projektov na zaklade bilateralnej a
multilateralnej spoluprace. V ramci Eurdpy sa ststredujeme na rozvijanie a prehlbovanie spoluprace s partnermi z krajin
EU. V celosvetovom meradle sa orientujeme na spolupracu s partnermi v Rusku a vychodnej Eurépe, Strednej a
Juhovychodnej Azii, USA a Kanade. V oblasti vedy a vyskumu je na8im hlavnym cielom podporovat rozvoj vedecko-
vyskumnych kapacit prostrednictvom rieSenia medzinarodnych projektov, vytvaranie a prenos inovacii, ako aj vychova
miladych vedeckych pracovnikov a doktorandov. Aktivne sa zapajame do vedecko-vyskumnych projektov s podporou
medzinarodnych i domacich grantovych schém v oblastiach zaujmu jednotlivych fakdlt SPU. Medzi prioritné oblasti
vyskumu patria: udrzatelné polnohospodarstvo a globalne zmeny; biotechnoldgie a potravinarske technoldgie;
zahradnictvo, krajinna architektura a formy vyuzivania krajiny; priemyselné a biopriemyselné technoldgie; spolocnost a
ekonomika. Dalim kritériom pri vytvarani partnerstiev je prinos pre SPU a pre partnera/partnerov. Nasim zamerom je
vytvarat partnerstva, ktoré prinaaju nové poznatky, skisenosti, priklady dobrej praxe a in$piracie pre nas, ale aj tie, kde
mézeme nade doterajie poznatky a skisenosti odovzdat dalej. V oblasti vzdelavania je prioritou podpora mobilit Studentov
véetkych stupriov tadia a najma doktorandov, za Gi¢elom &tldia i stéZe, ako aj mobilit pedagogickych i nepedagogickych
pracovnikov SPU. Mobilita umoziiuje mladym ludom ziskat' osobné skisenosti so Zivotom a pracou v inej krajine, v inej
kultdre, zlepsit si svoje jazykové kompetencie a odborné vedomosti a zvysit moznosti uplatnenia sa na pracovnom trhu.
Ugitelom poskytuje prileZitost rozéirit a porovnat si svoje poznatky so zahraniéim, osvojit' si nové metddy, zlepsit osobné i
odborné zruénosti, o nasledne prispieva k zvy$ovaniu kvality vzdelavacieho i vyskumného procesu na SPU. Mobilita
podporuje pocit spolupatriénosti v ramci Eurdpy a Eurdpske obgianstvo. Eurdpske programy patria k dlhodobo
najvyuzivanejim programom pre realizaciu mobilit $tudentov i zamestnancov SPU. Nasim cielom je nadalej prehlbovat a
rozvijat tito oblast aj prostrednictvom projektov na zaklade bilateralnych dohdd s partnermi v EU i mimo EU. Cielom je
vyuzivat pri budovani partnerstiev synergicky efekt — vyuZivat kontakty z vedecko-vyskumnych projektov aj pre spolupracu
vo vzdelavani a naopak. V zaujme zvy$enia kvality, pridanej hodnoty a atraktivity vzdelavania av sulade s najnov&imi
trendmi rozvoja vysokého $kolstva v Eurépe je jednou z priorit SPU tvorba konzorcii univerzit s ciefom vytvérania
medzinarodnych &tudijnych programov veducich k ziskaniu spoloéného, resp. dvojittho diplomu. Ide o spolupracu s
partnermi z eurépskych ako i mimoeurépskych krajin. - Existencia takychto programov zéarovern prispeje k zvyseniu podtu
zahraniénych $tudentov na ucelené $tadium , a tiez k zvy8eniu konkurencie schopnosti absolventov SPU na trhu prace.

Translation language [EN]
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Internationalization of education is one of the strategic objectives of the Slovak University of Agriculture in Nitra (SUA). Itis
implemented mainly through international cooperation in EU research and education programs or bilateral and multilateral
cooperation projects. In Europe, we are focused on developing and deepening cooperation with partners from EU
countries. Globally, we focus on cooperation with partners in Russia and Eastern Europe, Central and Southeast Asia, USA
and Canada. In the field of science and research our main objective is to promote the development of scientific research
capacity through international projects, creation and transfer of innovation, as well as the training of young researchers and
PhD students. We are actively involved in research and development projects with the support of international and
domestic grant in the fields of interest of the faculties of SUA. The priority areas are: sustainable agriculture and global
change; biotechnology and food technology; horticulture, landscape architecture and forms of land use; industrial and bio-
industrial technology; society and economy. Another criterion in establishing partnerships is the benefit of SUA and the
partner/ partners. Our intention is to create partnerships that bring new knowledge, experience, examples of good practice
and inspiration for us, but also those where we can pass on our knowledge and experience. In the field of education our
priority is to support mability of students of all levels of study and especially doctoral students, for study and internships, as
well as the mobility of teaching and non-teaching staff of SUA. Mobility enables young people to gain personal experience
of living and working in another country, in another culture, improve their language skills and expertise and to increase their
opportunities on the labour market. For the teachers it brings the opportunity to expand and compare their knowledge with
other countries, adopt new methads, improve personal and professional skills that enhances the quality of education and
research of SUA. Mobility promotes the sense of community within Europe and European citizenship. The European
programs are among the most popular for the mobility of students and staff SPU. Our goal is to continue to expand and
develop this area through projects under bilateral agreements with partners in the EU and outside the EU. The aim is to use
the synergic effect in building partnerships — to use contacts from scientific research projects for cooperation in education
and vice versa. In order to improve the quality, added value and attractiveness of education and in accordance with the
latest trends of development of higher education in Europe is a priority SPU formation of consortia of universities from EU
as well as outside EU with the aim of creating international study programs leading to the joint or double degrees. The
existence of such programs helps to increase the number of international degree seeking students and also the
competitiveness of the SUA graduates in the labour market.

If applicable, please describe your institution's strategy for the organisation and implementation of international
(EU and non-EU) cooperation projects in teaching and training in relation to projects implemented under the
Programme. (max. 2000 characters)

Qriginal language [SK]

V zmysle stratégie univerzity je rozhodujlce sledovat, aby vzdelavacie a praktické aktivity a projekty boli v stlade s
odbornym zameranim fakdlt, a tym prispievali k zvy$ovaniu kvality vyugby, aby zabezpetili spolupracu s praxou (napr.
praktické staze na vyskumnych intiticiach a v podnikoch), aby zabezpedili transfer praktickych skisenosti na akademicku
pddu a vytvorenie podmienok pre vytvorenie/zavedenie novych disciplin, ktoré vyZaduje sugasna prax.

Translation language [EN]

According to the university's strategy it is crucial to monitor the education and training activities and projects comply with
scientific focus of the faculties, and thereby contribute to increasing the quality of teaching, to ensure cooperation with
practice (e.g. internships in research institutes and enterprises), to ensure transfer of practical experience on campus and
create the conditions for the creation / implementation of new disciplines, which are required on the labour market
nowadays.

Please explain the expected impact of your participation in the Programme on the modernisation of your
institution (for each of the 5 priorities of the Modernisation Agenda*) in terms of the policy objectives you intend
to achieve. (max. 3000 characters)

Original language [SK]
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Uéast v medzinarodnych programoch a projektoch je vyznamnym podpornym nastrojom rozvoja vyskumnej i vzdelavacej
ginnosti SPU, zvy$ovania jej konkurencieschopnosti a vytvarania dobrého mena v zahraniéi, ako aj skvalitiovania
osobného a odborného profilu absolventa SPU a jeho zamestnatelnosti doma i v zahranici.

V sulade s cielmi rozvojovej stratégie SPU a berlc ohlad na priority modernizaénej agendy Eurépskej komisie pre VS
vzdelavanie o&akavame v slvislosti s Géastou v eurépskych vyskumnych a vzdelavacich programoch nasledovné prinosy
pre rozvoj nasej univerzity:

1. v oblasti zvy$ovania obyvatelov s VS vzdelanim: zatraktivnenie SPU pre absolventov strednych kél vytvaranim
moznosti absolvovat &ast §tudia, resp. prax v zahrani¢i, $tudovat v cudzom jazyku, ziskat spolo€ny, dvojity alebo
viacnasobny diplom, zatraktivnenie celoZivotného vzdelavania prostrednictvom spoluprace so zahranic¢im

2. v oblasti zvy$ovania kvality a relevancie VS: zavadzanie novych ugebnych metéd s vyuzitim IKT, tvorba novych kurikil s
ohfadom na zachovanie transparentnosti VS vzdelavania v Eurépe a ulahéenie uznavania kvalifikacii, spolupraca s praxou,
angazovanie odbornikov z praxe a vyskumnych Ustavov do vzdeldvacieho procesu a dotvaranie uéebnych planov podfa
aktualnych potrieb a poZiadaviek praxe, sledovanie uplatnenia absolventov na pracovnom trhu a ziskavanie spatnej vazby
pre skvalitiovanie vzdelavacieho procesu, tvorba centier doktorandského $tidia pre umozZnenie multidisciplinarneho
pristupu k rieenym problémom, organizacia vedeckych podujati mladych vedcov a ich ocefiovanie

3. v oblasti zvy$ovania kvality prostrednictvom mobility a nadnarodnej spolupréce: zlepSovanie odborného i osobného
profilu absolventa SPU véetkych troch stupriov, jeho obohatenie o zahrani¢nu skisenost a zvySenie zamestnatelnosti na
domacom i eurépskom pracovnom trhu, umoznenie odborného i osobného rastu pedagogickych i nepedagogickych
pracovnikov SPU prostrednictvom mobilit a ugasti v zahrani¢nych projektoch, a tym skvalitiovanie vzdelavacieho i
vedecko-vyskumného procesu a zaroven zvy$ovanie atraktivnosti SPU pre mimoeurdpskych studentov

4. v oblasti vytvarania znalostného trojuholnika Skola- Veda- Prax: zapéjanie sa do konzorcii a klastrov ¢innych v tejto
oblasti na lokalnej, regionalnej a medzinarodnej drovni, rozvijanie spoluprace so zapojenymi vyskumnymi institiciami,
inovaénymi centrami a podnikatelskymi subjektmi fi R

5. v oblasti zlepdovania riadenia a financovania VS: ziskanie novych impulzov, prenos prikladov dobrej praxe a skisenosti
v oblasti riadenia univerzity a fakult, manaZmentu ludskych zdrojov, diverzifikacie a ziskavania alternativnych finanénych
zdrojov

Translation language [EN]

Participation in international programs and projects is an important tool for supporting the development of research and
educational activities of SUA, increasing its competitiveness and creating reputation abroad, as well as improving personal
and professional profile of SUA graduates and their employability at home and abroad.

In accordance with the objectives of the development strategy of SUA and taking into account the priorities of the European
Commission's modernization agenda for higher education we expect that the participation in European research and
education programs will bring the following benefits for the development of our university:

1. in increasing attainment levels: increased attractiveness of SUA for high school graduates through possibility to realise
part of their studies/ practice abroad, study in a foreign language, acquire joint, double or multiple degree, increased
attractiveness of lifelong learning through cooperation with foreign countries

2. in improving the quality and relevance of higher education: introduction of new teaching methods using ICT, the creation
of new curricula with a view to maintaining transparency of university education in Europe and facilitate the recognition of
qualifications, cooperation with enterprises, engagement of experts from practice and research institutions in teaching and
designing of study programmes according to the current needs and demands of the practice, tracking the graduate
employment data and obtaining feedback to improve the learning process, creating centers of doctoral studies to facilitate a
multidisciplinary approach to problem solving, organization of scientific events for young scientists and their evaluation

3. in improving quality through mobility and cross-border cooperation: enriched professional and personal profile of SUA
graduates of all three levels enhanced with international experience and increased employability in the domestic and
European labour market, increased professional and personal growth of teaching and non-teaching staff of SUA through
mobility and participation in international projects, and improved education and research of SUA, increased attractiveness
of SUA for non-European students

4. in making the knowledge triangle work: participation in consortia and clusters working in this field at local, regional and
international level, developing cooperation with participating research institutions, innovation centers and businesses

5. in improving the governance and funding: acquisition of new impulses, transfer of good practice and experience in
management of university and faculties, human resource management, diversification and acquisition of alternative
financial resources
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*COM (2011) 567 (http:/feur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM.2011:0567:FIN.EN:PDF)
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E Endorsement of the application

|, the undersigned, legal representative of the applicant institution,

certify that the information contained in this application is complete and correct (o the best of my knowledge. Al
Programme activities will be implemented on the basis of written agreements with the relevant authorifies of the
partner institutions,;

agree lo the content of the Erasmus Charter for Higher Education (ECHE) application outlined above and commit my
institution to respect and observe these obligations;

agree fo the publication of the Erasmus Policy Statement by the European Commission

Place. Nitra Name. Peter Bielik Date (da/imm/iyyy). 14/05/2013

/ have read and accept the Privacy statement

Original signature of the legal representative of the Institution (as identified in section A.2 above)

/ il
Il e [P gred/
V4

4 / V4

/S

Original stamp or seal of the Insiitution
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